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POPULATION OF THE WORLD AND ETHIOPIA 

Concepts of population  

Population means the number of people in a geographic area. It can also be used for subgroups of 

people or animals or a group of organisms of the same species that live in the same area. 

A population is the number of organisms of the same species that live in a particular geographic area 

at the same time, with the capability of interbreeding. ... Population ecology is the study of how 

these populations interact with the environment. 

Population study 

In the various fields of healthcare, a population study is a study of a group of individuals taken from 

the general population who share a common characteristic, such as age, sex, or health condition. 

This group may be studied for different reasons, such as their response to a drug or risk of getting a 

disease. 

Population researchers are interested in various facets of family dynamics, cohabitation, marriage, 

childbearing, and divorce, trends in these dynamics, and differentials in fertility and family dynamics 

by race, ethnicity, education, and income 

Importance: - The study of demography is important as it allows us to study the nature in which our 

population changes over time, and this is important as it allows us to study how changes to the 

population, such as the aging population phenomenon we are witnessing, can lead to a decrease in 

GDP and also an increase in mechanisation .. 

Current trend in world population growth 

Population in the world is currently (2020) growing at a rate of around 1.05% per year (down from 

1.08% in 2019, 1.10% in 2018, and 1.12% in 2017). The current average population increase is 

estimated at 81 million people per year. Annual growth rate reached its peak in the late 1960s, when 

it was at around 2%. 

The world population increased from 1 billion in 1800 to 7.7 billion today. The world population 

growth rate declined from 2.2% per year 50 years ago to 1.05% per year 



The world population increased from 1 billion in 1800 to 7.7 billion today. The world population 

growth rate declined from 2.2% per year 50 years ago to 1.05% per year. 

World population from 10,000 BC to today 

The trend shows the increasing number of people living on our planet over the last 12,000 years. A 

mind-boggling change: The world population today that is 1,860-times the size of what it was 12 

millennia ago when the world population was around 4 million – half of the current population of 

London. 

What is striking about this chart is of course that almost all of this growth happened just very 

recently. Historical demographers estimate that around the year 1800 the world population was only 

around 1 billion people. This implies that on average the population grew very slowly over this long 

time from 10,000 BCE to 1700 (by 0.04% annually). After 1800 this changed fundamentally: The 

world population was around 1 billion in the year 1800 and increased 7-fold since then. 

Around 108 billion people have ever lived on our planet. This means that today‟s population size 

makes up 6.5% of the total number of people ever born.2 

For the long period from the appearance of modern Homo sapiens up to the starting point of this 

chart in 10,000 BCE it is estimated that the total world population was often well under one 

million.3 

In this period our species was often seriously threatened by extinction. The interactive visualization 

is here. And you can also download the annual world population data produced by Our World in 

Data. 

A number of researchers have published estimates for the total world population over the long run, 

we have brought these estimates together and you can explore these various sources here. 

How has the world population growth rate changed? 

In terms of recent developments, the data from the UN Population Division provides consistent and 

comparable estimates (and projections) within and across countries and time, over the last century. 

This data starts from estimates for 1950, and is updated periodically to reflect changes in fertility, 

mortality and international migration. 

The global population growth rate peaked long ago. The chart shows that global population growth 

reached a peak in 1962 and 1963 with an annual growth rate of 2.2%; but since then, world 

population growth has halved. 

For the last half-century we have lived in a world in which the population growth rate has been 

declining. The UN projects that this decline will continue in the coming decades. 

A common question we‟re asked is: is the global population growing exponentially? The answer is 

no. For population growth to be exponential, the growth rate would have be the same over time (e.g. 

2% growth every year). In absolute terms, this would result in an exponential increase in the number 



of people. That‟s because we‟d be multiplying an ever-larger number of people by the same 2%. 2% 

of the population this year would be larger than 2% last year, and so on; this means the population 

would grow exponentially. 

But, as we see in this chart, since the 1960s the growth rate has been falling. This means the world 

population is not growing exponentially – for decades now, growth has been more similar to a linear 

trend. 

Population growth by country 

What are the most populous countries in the world? 

Over the last century, the world has seen rapid population growth. But how are populations 

distributed across the world? Which countries have the most people? 

In the map we see the estimated population of each country in 2019. To see how this has changed 

since 1800, you can use the „play‟ button and timeline in the bottom-left of the chart. By clicking on 

any country you can also see how its population has evolved over this period. 

Here we see that the top five most populous countries are: 

(1) China (1.42 billion) 

(2) India (1.37 billion) 

(3) United States (329 million) 

(4) Indonesia (269 million) 

(5) Brazil (212 million) 

For several centuries, China has been the world‟s most populous country. But not for long: it‟s 

expected that India will overtake China within the next decade. You can learn more about future 

population growth by country 

World’s population is projected to nearly stop growing by the end of the century 

For the first time in modern history, the world‟s population is expected to virtually stop growing by 

the end of this century, due in large part to falling global fertility rates, according to a Pew Research 

Center analysis of new data from the United Nations. 

By 2100, the world‟s population is projected to reach approximately 10.9 billion, with annual growth 

of less than 0.1% – a steep decline from the current rate. Between 1950 and today, the world‟s 

population grew between 1% and 2% each year, with the number of people rising from 2.5 billion to 

more than 7.7 billion. 

Here are key takeaways from the UN‟s “World Population Prospects 2019”: 

 



1. The global fertility rate is expected to be 1.9 births per woman by 2100, down from 2.5 

today. The rate is projected to fall below the replacement fertility rate (2.1 births per woman) 

by 2070. The replacement fertility rate is the number of births per woman needed to maintain 

a population‟s size. 

2. The world‟s median age is expected to increase to 42 in 2100, up from the current 31 – an 

from 24 in 1950. Between 2020 and 2100, the number of people ages 80 and older is 

expected to increase from 146 million to 881 million. Starting in 2073, there are projected to 

be more people ages 65 and older than under age 15 – the first time this will be the case. 

Contributing factors to the rise in the median age are the increase in life expectancy and 

falling fertility rates. 

3. Africa is the only world region projected to have strong population growth for the rest of this 

century. Between 2020 and 2100, Africa‟s population is expected to increase from 1.3 billion 

to 4.3 billion. Projections show these gains will come mostly in sub-Saharan Africa, which is 

expected to more than triple in population by 2100. The regions that include the United 

States and Canada (Northern America) and Australia and New Zealand (Oceania) are 

projected to grow throughout the rest of the century, too, but at slower rates than Africa. 

(This analysis uses regional classifications from the UN and may differ from other Pew 

Research Center reports.) 

4. Europe and Latin America are both expected to have declining populations by 2100. 

Europe‟s population is projected to peak at 748 million in 2021. The Latin America and 

Caribbean region is expected to surpass Europe in population by 2037 before peaking at 768 

million in 2058. 

5. The population of Asia is expected to increase from 4.6 billion in 2020 to 5.3 billion in 2055, 

and then start to decline. China‟s population is expected to peak in 2031, while the 

populations of Japan and South Korea are projected to decline after 2020. India‟s population 

is expected to grow until 2059, when it will reach 1.7 billion. Meanwhile, Indonesia – the 

most populous country in Southeastern Asia – is projected to reach its peak population in 

2067. 

6. In the Northern America region, migration from the rest of the world is expected to be the 

primary driver of continued population growth. The immigrant population in the United 

States is expected to see a net increase of 85 million over the next 80 years (2020 to 2100) 

according to the UN projections, roughly equal to the total of the next nine highest countries 

combined. In Canada, migration is likely to be a key driver of growth, as Canadian deaths are 

expected to outnumber births. 


